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Message from the President: 

  
After a long hot, beautiful summer, autumn arrives in Fountain Hills and activi-
ties abound! 
 

On October 7th your FHCCA co-sponsored with the Town of Fountain Hills the 
first Volunteer, Club and Organization Expo at the Community Center.  The 
public was invited to come and find a sampling of the many activities here in 
town.  Thirty five clubs and organizations participated and over three hundred 
people attended.  The Expo was a fun and exciting way to introduce the pub-
lic to many of the wonderful activities here in Fountain Hills!  On October 11th, 
Jackie and Jerry Miles graciously opened their home for a very special Piano 
Competition benefit concert.  The concert featured last year’s senior division 
winners Bethany Jeffress and Grace Ma.  Read the full review in this newslet-
ter. 
 

November brings us a fundraising event at the home of Shelia and Wally 
Nichols on November 6th with performances by the OK Chorale!  This event 
will raise money for “A Hard Days Work”, a sculpture on loan to us currently 
displayed in Fountain Park.  The Thanksgiving Day Parade will be the debut 
performance of our newly formed Community Band. We look forward to this 
being the first of many great performances! 
 

December brings us the Holidays and the first of our Public Forum series 
which kicks off on December 1st with   Dr. Richard J. Caselli presenting Cogni-
tive Aging and Alzheimer's Disease.  The Community Chorus performs their 
Holiday Concerts on December 6th and 7th.  These are guaranteed to put you 
in the spirit!  The Poinsettia Tree will again be outside the Community Center.  
Please refer to page 2 where you will find information on how to buy a poin-
settia and honor a loved one. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Boyce Baldwin 
FHCCA President 

On November 6th at 7:00 p.m., Shelia and Wally Nichols will host a fun evening 
to raise funds for the sculpture "A Hard Days Work" that is currently on display in 
Fountain Park.  This piece is currently on loan, and we would certainly love to 
make it a permanent part of our collection!  Entertainment will be provided by the 
OK Chorale Quartet.  Tickets are $20 per person. 
  

For further information contact Shelia Nichols 837-0209 or Sandi Thompson 
816-1298. 
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FHCCA SPONSORS THE NEW COMMUNITY BAND 
 

Our new Community Band begins rehearsing in November under the lead-
ership of former school band director Dale Larson.  So far about 30 musi-
cians have signed up and will be meeting on Tuesday nights in the band 
room of the Fountain Hills Middle School.  We are grateful for this assis-
tance from the FHUSD and Superintendent Bill Myhr. 
 

The band will make its first public appearance during the Fountain Hills 
Thanksgiving Parade on Thursday morning, November 26.   Don’t miss it! 

2009 LIVE POINSETTIA TREE 
 

Chairman Phil Gaziano has arranged for the delivery of 220 live poinsettia plants from Gardener’s 
World in Phoenix in early December.  The locally grown plants will be placed in the tree’s 14-foot metal 
frame outside the Community Center in time for the Town’s Annual Holiday Kick-off Celebration on Sat-
urday, December 5th.  The tree will be in place throughout December. 
 

According to Gaziano, the Live Poinsettia Tree gives Fountain Hills residents a chance to remember or 
honor loved ones by sponsoring a plant with a $20 tax-deductible donation to FHCCA.  In turn, the 
name of each donor and each honoree will be placed on the donor board near the tree. 
 

Just fill out the form below and mail it with your check to FHCCA, 16929 E. Salida Drive, Fountain Hills, 
AZ 85268. 

BUY A PLANT FOR THE LIVE POINSETTIA TREE 
LOCATED NEAR THE F. H. COMMUNITY CENTER 

 
Name of Contributor ___________________________   Phone No. ______________ 

 

My donation of $20.00 is enclosed   

 

 Name of person(s) I wish to: Remember  Recognize 

 

  ____________________________________________________________  

 

The names of each contributor and their honoree(s) will be 

posted next to the Poinsettia Tree.  Your donation will be tax deductible. 
 

Please make your check payable to FHCCA. 

Mail to:  

Fountain Hills Cultural & Civic Association, 16929 E. Salida Drive, Fountain Hills, AZ 

85268 

Thank You and Happy Holidays from the FHCCA!  



 

3 

FOUNTAIN HILLS COMMUNITY CHORUS VISITS HAWAII 
 

Thirty-four members of the Fountain Hills Community Chorus and the San Tan Chorale 
travelled to Hawaii this past May to participate in the celebration of that state’s 50th anni-
versary of statehood. 
 

Under the direction of Matthew Frable, the group visited Pearl Harbor and the famous 
World War II battleship, the USS Missouri, where they entertained troops and tourists 
alike with a concert of patriotic songs. 
 

Another highlight of the trip was a celebration of King Kamehameha’s birthday.  He was the monarch 
responsible for unifying all of the islands. The group participated in a local church service, accompa-
nied by native fraternal organizations in their ceremonial costumes.  Hymns were sung in both Hawai-
ian and English. 
 

Finally, chorus members participated in a choir festival with three Hawaiian choirs, including a male 
barbershop group. It was a great opportunity to become acquainted through the universal language of 
music. 
 

Back on the home front…preparations are full steam ahead for another great season. The Holiday 
Concerts will be on Sunday, December 6 at 3:00 pm and Monday, December 7 at 7:00 pm at the 
Community Center.  Come join us in kicking off the Holiday Season! 

BRONZE SCULPTURE FOR SALE 

 

 

The Fountain Hills Cultural and Civic Association has posted a fundraiser Bronze Sculpture on 
Craig's List for sale to the highest bidder. 

 
 Monumental Stallion Bronze Sculpture 
  -  Valued at over $3,000.00 
  -  Measures 58” tall x 63” long x 23” wide 
  -  Buyer’s purchase price is tax deductible.  Money will go to Fountain Hills   
     Cultural & Civic Association’s Public Art Committee, a not for profit organization 
 
If you’re interested or have questions, please call Jean Linzer @ 480-837-0762  
or e-mail jlinzer@aol.com. 
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THE FOUNTAIN HILLS PUBLIC FORUM 
 

The Fountain Hills Public Forum is a joint effort on part of the Fountain Hills Cultural & Civic Association 
(FHCCA), the Fountain Hills Community Center and the Fountain Hills Senior Activity Center to provide 
quality public speaking engagements on current topics of public interest.   The forum will be held in the 
evenings at the Community Center with an approximately one hour topic followed by a question and an-
swer session. We will be presenting four speakers for the 2009-2010 year. 
 

If you would like to register for the forum, please go to http://fh.az.gov/events/ or stop by the Fountain 
Hills Community Center and fill out a registration.  The forum is free to all members of Senior Services, 
the Fountain Hills Cultural & Civic Association, all teachers and administrators and students 18 years or 
younger or with student ID's.  Cost for the forum is $5.00 for all others.  If you would like more information 
on the forum, please go to http://fh.az.gov/events/ or call 816-5201. 
 

December 1, 2009 @ 5:00 P.M. Dr. Richard J. Caselli - “Cognitive Aging and Alzheimer’s Dis-
ease” 
 

Dr. Caselli is a Behavioral Neurologist whose clinical specialty is Alzheimer’s disease and related cog-
nitive disorders.  He is Professor of Neurology in the Mayo Clinic College of Medicine, 
Chair of the Department of Neurology at the Mayo Clinic in Arizona, and a member of 
the Mayo Clinic Arizona Executive Board.  He is Director of the Clinical Core of the Ari-
zona Alzheimer’s Disease Center, and coordinates the clinical participation of its six 
member institutions in the core.  He is a past member of the Board of Directors and 
Medical and Scientific Advisory Committee of the Alzheimer Association Desert South-
west Chapter. 
 

Dr. Caselli’s research focuses on aging, Alzheimer’s disease, and other forms of de-
mentia, particularly the way in which genetic risk factors for dementia may affect how our mind 
changes with age before the onset of memory loss and dementia.  His findings have been widely pub-
lished in major biomedical journals, medical texts, and a forthcoming book on the diagnosis and treat-
ment of Alzheimer’s disease. 

January 14, 2010 @ 6:00 P.M. Bonny Bentzin - “Sustainability .  .  . Are You In?”  What it is 
and why you should care.  Ways you can contribute from changing light bulbs to changing poli-
cies. 
 

Bonny Bentzin has been with Arizona State University since late 2003 and spent 3 years 
as the Assistant Director of Sustainability Initiatives in ASU’s Office of the President de-
signing the foundation of ASU's university-wide sustainability program.  In her current 
role as the Director of University Sustainability Practices at ASU's Global Institute of 
Sustainability (GIOS), she is leading ASU on its journey to carbon neutrality and inte-
grating sustainability into all of its operational practices.  At present she is focusing on 
leading the sustainability charge at both the tactical and strategic level implementing 
President Michael Crow's long-term goals of Zero Waste, Carbon Neutrality, Principled 
Practice and 100% Community Engagement by integrating sustainability practices at ASU into such 
diverse operational areas as water usage, waste management, energy, buildings, food, transportation 
and purchasing.  Bonny has a degree in Environmental Problem Solving from Mount Holyoke College 
in Massachusetts. 
 
February 11, 2010 @ 6:00 P.M.     Neville Cramer - “Fixing the INSanity - America’s Immigration 
    Crisis”  (more information available in the Winter Newsletter)  
 
March 4, 2010 @ 6:00 P.M.     Dr. Paul McElligott - “100 MPG Build -  Falcon Future” 
    (more information available in the Winter Newsletter) 

http://fh.az.gov/events/
http://fh.az.gov/events/
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PIANO CONCERT RAISES MONEY FOR 

2010 FOUNTAIN HILLS PIANO COMPETITION 
 

 
 

Forty music lovers were enthralled by the outstanding performances 
of two 17-year-old pianists on Sunday, Oct. 11, at the home of Jerry 
and Jackie Miles.  The concert was a benefit for the 2010 Fountain 
Hills Piano Competition, a state-wide event sponsored by the Cul-
tural and Civic Association (FHCCA).  
 

The afternoon affair featured Bethany Jeffress and Grace Ma, who 
tied for first place last March in the senior division of the 2009 Foun-
tain Hills Piano Competition. 

 

Bethany Jeffress was featured in the first half, performing selections from Scarlatti, Mozart, 
Chopin, Debussy and Lecuona.  Her rendition of Debussy’s ñSailsò was a favorite, as it painted 
a beautiful picture of wind, waves and sailing vessels. 
 

Ms. Jeffress, a senior at Sunnyslope High School, has studied piano since the age of five.  
She has studied at Music Works Academy, Phoenix College, and Arizona School for the Arts, 
and is currently under the tutelage of Rosemary Stelmach.  Some of her awards include a 
Gold Medal with Distinction at the 2006 PMTA Fall Festival; first prize at the McConnell Sing-
ers 2008 Scholarship Competition; and a Superior with Distinction at the 2008  PMTA Celebra-
tion of Music. She studied with pianist Gary Hammond for five weeks in 2008 at the Sewanee 
Summer Music Festival in Tennessee.  She hopes to be admitted to Vanderbilt next year 
where she plans to continue her musical education in piano and voice. 
 

After a brief intermission, Grace Ma performed a variety of classical styles including composi-
tions by Bach, Haydn, Chopin and Ravel.  Particularly outstanding were her performances of 
Bach’s Prelude and Fugue in D minor and her finale, Chopin’s Andante Spianato and Grand 
Polonaise Brillante. 
 

Ms. Ma, a senior at Desert Vista High, has studied with Mr. Fei Xu for the past 10 years.  
Some of her recognitions include national first place in the Music Teachers National Associa-
tion Junior Baldwin Piano Competition at age 11; first place in the 2004 Stravinsky interna-
tional Piano Competition; second place in the 2004 IIYM International Piano Competition; first, 
second and third place, respectively, in  the 2005, 2008 and 2009 Phoenix Symphony Guild 
Musician Piano Concerto Competition; and gold medalist in the 2006 and 2007 Arizona Youth 
Piano Competitions.  
 

Last summer Ma attended the Eastern Music Festival in North Carolina for five weeks on full 
scholarship.  She plans to continue her piano studies in college next year.  
 

Both girls are outstanding students and are involved in a variety of extracurricular activities. 
 

Registration for the 2010 Fountain Hills Piano Competition closes Jan. 15.  The first round is 
Jan. 26, the second round, at Steinway of Phoenix, is Feb. 27, and the final round will be 
March 14 at the Fountain Hills Presbyterian Church.  
 

The final round, when total of $5,000 in cash prizes will be awarded to the top three perform-
ers in both the junior and senior divisions, is open to the public and is free of charge. 


